[The regulation of estradiol and progesterone in tumor necrosis factor production in vitro].
The production of tumor necrosis factor (TNF) induced by lipopolysaccharide (LPS) in peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMC) from normal woman were determined. The study investigated the role of regulation of estradiol (E2) and progesterone (P) in the production of TNF in-vitro. The results showed that PBMC would produce TNF when stimulated by E2 or P in culture in-vitro. The appropriate dosages were 125 pmol/L in E2 and 10-20 nmol/L in P. The findings suggested that some sex hormones could play a regulating role in the production of TNF by PBMC. E2 and P may be endogenous substances capable of inducing TNF production. The results revealed a beneficial aspect of sex hormones in anti-cancer treatment.